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Appl. No. 09/654,253 

Amendment dated September 15, 2006 filed with RCE 
Response to Office Action of May 15, 2006 

Amendme nts to the Drawings 



The attached Sheet 2 of drawings includes changes, to FIG. 2; This Sheet 2, which 
includes FIG. 2, replaces the original sheet 2 including FIG. 2. In FIG. 2, reference numeral 122 
has been replaced with reference numeral 121 to resolve a duplicate reference numeral issue. 

The attached Sheet 6 of drawings includes changes to FIG. 6. This Sheet 6, which 
includes FIG. 6, replaces the original sheet 6 including FIG. 6. In FIG. 6 near the top center of 
152c, [Vg = -1] has been replaced with "Vd = -1" to resolve a clerical error. 

Attachments: Replacement Sheets 2 and Sheet 6 

Annotated Sheet 2 and Sheet 6 Showing Changes 
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Appl. No, 09/654,253 

Amendment dated September 15, 2006 filed with RCE 
Response to Office Action of May 15, 2006 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

SEP 1 5 2006 



Remarks/Arguments 



Brief Historical Backg round 

On November 17, 2004 a Final Office Action concerning the above identified Application 
was mailed to Applicants. On January 18, 2005 an After Final Amendment & Response 
including a Rule 1.131 Declaration signed by the Applicants and a Declaration by Applicant's 
Representative in Accordance with MPEP 608.01(p) was filed with the US Patent & Trademark 
Office. On March 1, 2005 an Advisory Action was mailed to Applicant's Representative by the 
US Patent & Trademark Office. On April 1 , 2005 an Amendment, a further Rule 1.131 
Declaration signed by the Applicants, and a Request for Continued Examination was filed. On 
J une 28, 2005 an Office Action was mailed to Applicant's Representative by the US Patent & 
Trademark Office once again indicating that the Rule 1.131 Declaration was not effective to 
overcome a Zhang et al reference. On September 28, 2005 a response to the June 28, 2005 
Office action was filed together with a further Rule 1.131 Declaration (Declaration under 37 CFR 
§1.131) signed by the Applicants. On December 16, 2005 another Office Action was mailed to 
Applicant's representative. On March 16, 2006 a response to the December 16. 2005 Office 
Action was filed. On May 15, 2006 a Final Office Action was mailed to the Applicant's 
representative. On July 14, 2006 a §1 16 Response to the Final Office action was filed and on 
August 10, 2006 an Advisory Action was mailed maintaining all rejections of all claims. 

Status and Summary of this response 

Claims 1-20 are pending and stand rejected on varying grounds under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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Appl. No. 09/654,253 

Amendment dated September 15, 2006 filed with RCE 
Response to Office Action of May 15, 2006 

Claims 1 and 10 have been amended to further clarify the invention. Claim 1 1 has been 
canceled. Claims 5. 6, 9, 12, 15, 16, and 19 have been amended to resolve various ioformalities. 
Various paragraphs in the specification as well as FIG. 2 and FIG. 6 have been amended to 
resolve clerical errors. No new matter has been added by any amendment. 

In view of the comments below, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner enter the 
proposed amendments, reconsider the present application including, claims 1-10, and 12 - 20, 
withdraw the rejection of these claims, and move this application to allowance. 

a> Sheet 2 and Sheet 6 consist respectively of FIG. 2 and FIG. 6. Each of these figures has 
been amended to correct clerical errors. Replacement sheets are being transmitted by facsimile 
together with this amendment. Formal replacement sheets are available to send to the US PTO 
when needed. 

b) Claims 1-3 and 10 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) asbeing unpatentable over 
Michael et al., "Statistical Modeling of Device Mismatch for Analog MOS Integrated Circuits", 
IEEE Journal of Solid-State circuits, Volume 27, Issue 2, February 1992, pages 154-166, in view 
of Burrows, et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,397,1 17 Bl). 



Claim 1 and claim 10 are independent claims with claims 2-3 dependent on claim 1 . 
Claims I and 10 have been amended to further clarify the invention by further specifying the 
claimed input fields to further distinguish the claimed invention from Michael et al and Burrows 
et al. Clearly the references of record do not show or suggest the newly cited features of claim 1 

Page 14 of 17 



I PAGE 19/26 • RCVD AT 9/15/2006 2:18:29 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1i22 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:817 281 7136 ' DURATION (mm-ss):09-18 



SEP 15 2006 1:28PM LRU OFFICE CUI BETHRRDS LL 817 281 7136 p. 20 

App]. No. 09/654,253 

Amendment dated September 15, 2006 filed with RCE 
Response to Office Action of May 15, 2006 

or claim 10. For additional comments regarding differences between the claimed invention and 
these references, the Examiner is referred to July 1 4, 2006 § 1 1 6 response. 

Hence and in view of these discussions as well as the claim amendments, it is clear that 
Michael et al and Burrows et al do not show or suggest all features of either claim 1 or claim 10 
or, at least by virtue of dependency, claim 2-3. Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests that 
the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the rejection of claim 1-3 and 10 under 35 U.S.C 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Michael et al., "Statistical Modeling of Device Mismatch for Analog 
MOS Integrated Circuits", IEEE Journal of Solid-State circuits, Volume 27, Issue 2, February 
1 992, pages 154-166, in view of Burrows, et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,397, 1 17 B 1). 

c) Claims 4-6, 8-2 and 1 1-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the combined teachings of Michael et al., "Statistical Modeling of Device Mismatch for 
Analog MOS Integrated Circuits", IEEE Journal of Solid-State Circuits, Volume 27, Issue 2, 
February 1992, pages 154-166, and Burrows et al., U.S. Patent 6,397,117 Bl issued May 28, 
2002, and filed May 28, 1998, in view of Applicants 1 admission. 



Claim 1 1 has been canceled and thus this rejection of that claim is moot. Claims 4-6, and 
8-9 are dependent on claim 1 and claims 12-20 are dependent on claim 10. As noted above claim 
I and 10 are clearly allowable over Michael et al and Burrows et al in any combination. Nothing 
in Applicants comments (alleged admission) provides the teachings that are missing from the 
combination of Michael et al and Burrows et al and thus claim 1 and claim 10 are allowable over 
this combination of references. Therefore, at least by virtue of dependency , claims 4-6, 8-9 and 
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Appl. No. 09/654,253 

Amendment dated September 15, 2006 filed with RCE 
Response to Office Action of May 15, 2006 

12-20 are likewise allowable over these references. For additional discussion concerning this 
rejection of these claims, the Examiner is referred to the July 14, 2006 §116 response. 

Hence and in view of these discussions, it is clear that this combination of references does 
not show or suggest all features of any of claims 4-6, 8-9 and 12-20. Therefore, Applicant 
respectfully requests that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the rejection of claims 4-6, 8-9 
and 12-20 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the combined teachings of Michael 
et al., "Statistical Modeling of Device Mismatch for Analog MOS Integrated Circuits", TF.RF. 
Journal of Solid-Slate Circuits, Volume 27, Issue 2, February 1992, pages 154-166, and Burrows 
et al., U.S. Patent 6,397,1 17 Bl issued May 28, 2002, and filed May 28, 1998, in view of 
Applicants' admission. 

d) Claim 7 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the combined 
teachings of Michael et at, "Statistical Modeling of Device Mismatch for Analog MOS 
Integrated Circuits", IEEE Journal of Solid-State Circuits, Volume 27, Issue 2, February 1992, 
pages 154-166, Burrows et al., U.S. Patent 6,397,1 17 B 1 issued May 28, 2002, and filed May 
28, 1998, and Applicants' admission, in view of Hussey, U.S. Patent 5,826,269 issued October 
20, 1998. 



Claim 7 is dependent on claim 1 and claim 1 is believed to be allowable over Michael et 
al., Burrows et al.. Applicant comments, and Hussey. Thus claim 7 at least by virtue of 
dependency is allowable over this combination of references. Therefore Applicant respectfully 
requests that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the rejection of claim 7 under 35 U.S.C. 
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Appl. No. 09/654,253 

Amendment dated September 15, 2006 fiJed with RCE 
Response to Office Action of May 15, 2006 

103(a) based on Michael et al., "Statistical Modeling of Device Mismatch for Analog MOS 
Integrated Circuits", IEEE Journal of Solid-State circuits, Volume 27, Issue 2, February 1992, 
pages 154-166, Burrows et al., U.S. Patent 6,397,1 17 B 1 issued May 28, 2002, and filed May 
28, 1998, and Applicants 1 comments, in view of Hussey, U.S. Patent 5,826,269 issued October 
20, 1998. 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully submits that the claims clearly and patentably. 
distinguish over all appropriately cited references of record and as such pending claims 1-10 and 
12-20 are to be deemed allowable. Such allowance is hereby earnestly and respectfully solicited 
at an early date. If the Examiner has any suggestions or comments or questions, calls are 
welcomed at the phone number below. 

Although it is not anticipated that any fees are due or payable, other than a Petition fee for 
1 month time extension and RCE fee that are separately authorized and no other fees, are due or 
payable, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees that may be required to 
Deposit Account No. 50-3435. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Charles W. Bernards 
Reg. No. 36,453 

Attachments: Replacement Sheets 2 and Sheet 6 

Annotated Sheet 2 and Sheet 6 Showing Changes 

Law Office of Charles W. Bernards, LLP 

P.O. Box 1622 

Colleyville, Texas 76034 

Phone (817)581-7005 

Fax (817) 281-7136 

Customer No. 51894 
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